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Commencement Address
Saturday, December 9, 2000

Parents, wives, husbands, sons, daughters, grandparents, cousins and friends, we embrace
you today as members of the Grand Valley University community come to honor your graduate,
your special person. Commencement distills what we are as a University. It is the event when
knowledge, hard work, and caring combine to reach a final objectives, a University diploma.
Each of you who will leave the University with your diplomas will be missed. There will
be some here who will remember you and there are some whose lives you have enriched. I hope
that you will have good memories of your experience here, and that your life has been enriched,
and that your alma mater will always be important to you.
You are graduating from an exciting and successful University. You can take that
excitement and success with you wherever you go. the 19th Century English Prime Minister
Disraeli said, "The secret of success is constancy to purpose." All of you who will walk this
stage have demonstrated that constancy of purpose. Now we celebrate your success.
To address you this morning we have invited Bill Hardiman, an alumnus, and an
American success story. I am proud that Grand Valley was on his route to that success. The
University honored him for his achievements in 1993 by conferring on him our Distinguished
Alumnus Award. On this occasion when we tum to our alumni for a speaker to address us, Bill
Hardiman, the Mayor the City of Kentwood, was a natural.
To list his accomplishments and the volunteered time he has given to many organizations
provides the evidence of his success. For instance, he is one of the founders and current
Chairman of the Greater Grand Rapids Community Marriage Policy Steering Committee, a
broad-based effort to strengthen marriages and families. He won the United Way of Kent
County Volunteer Award in 1998. There are many more to list, but what is there about Bill
Hardiman that makes him so effective and generous. I think it is his serenity. It puts people at
ease with him. He calmly and articulately explains himself. People listen and then they vote for
him as they have in Mayoral races in Kentwood since 1992. The combination of confidence and
humility attached to a set of firm values and objectives give him the right mix of caring and
ambition. Those qualities get him elected to political office. They get him involved in good
works serving his church, his community, and his college. They make him a great partner with
his wife, Clova; together they lead by word and example young people and old to better lives.
Bill Hardiman comes across as a friend. He is a friend, a friend to his constituents, to
those with whom he works, to all with whom he associates. He is one of the friends of the
human race. I present to you the Honorable Bill Hardiman, May of the City of Kentwood and a
distinguished graduate of Grand Valley State University.
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